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NEW DATA SHOWS NURSES AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE AT SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER
RISK FOR COVID-19 INFECTION AND HOSPITALIZATION VS. GENERAL PUBLIC
Exergen Corporation Launches Nurse Support Program to Ensure Every Nurse Has
Access to an Accurate Thermometer at Home to Protect Themselves and Their Families
WATERTOWN, MA, October XX, 2020 – A series of new studies underscores the alarming toll
that COVID-19 takes on frontline nurses and, ultimately, their families. The studies show that
patient-facing nurses and their households have a three- and two-fold increased risk of COVID19 hospitalization, respectively. Based on this mounting body of scientific evidence, and
compounded by a severe thermometer shortage, Exergen Corporation, makers of the Exergen
TemporalScanner, has announced a program to ensure that every nurse in the country has
access to purchasing a TemporalScanner. The Exergen TemporalScanner is the most accurate
thermometer, proven by more than 80 peer-reviewed published clinical studies, and is used in
hospitals and clinics nationwide.
“When it comes to fighting COVID-19, nurses and their families need and deserve the highest
level of protection, beginning with taking temperature twice daily at home,” said Dr. Francesco
Pompei, Ph.D. and CEO of Exergen Corporation. “As a longtime supporter of nurses, our
mission is to provide them access to the most accurate thermometer available, especially given
the shortages we’ve been facing since COVID-19 hit.”
An important study1 in medRxiv, pending peer review, sought to determine how many patientfacing healthcare workers (e.g., nurses) in high-risk settings contracted and transmitted the
novel coronavirus. Prior to this study, the risk was poorly understood. It concluded that frontline
nurses had a three-fold risk of COVID-19 hospitalization, and their family members had a twofold risk over the general population.
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Data2 published by the National Institutes of Health shows that among U.S. healthcare
personnel with COVID-19, nurses are disproportionately affected. They account for about 30%
of cases, despite contributing only about 15% of the healthcare workforce. Another study3,
published in Lancet Public Health, shows that frontline healthcare nurses are at an increased
risk for reporting a positive COVID-19 test, compared to the general public.
In concert with its Nurse Support Program, Exergen Corporation has launched a “Twice Daily”
educational campaign, showing that checking temperature only in the morning is not sufficient to
detect a fever, and that it must be taken twice a day. Due to circadian effects, up to half of all
fevers are missed in the morning, but none are missed in the evening, making dinnertime ideal
for a second daily scan.

Exergen has released an educational video to communicate why taking your temperature twice
daily should be the new normal, just like wearing a mask and practicing social distancing. The
company has also developed educational materials, which can be found, along with more than
80 peer-reviewed clinical studies that support Exergen’s accuracy, on Exergen’s website. For
more information on the “Twice Daily” campaign, visit: https://www.exergen.com/twicedaily

ABOUT EXERGEN CORPORATION
Exergen manufactures and markets two series of the TemporalScanner thermometer: a
professional version for hospitals and clinics, and a consumer version sold in major retailers
nationwide. More than two billion temperatures are taken each year with TemporalScanners.
Used in thousands of hospitals and clinics across the country as well as in millions of homes,
TemporalScanners are the #1 preference of pediatricians, #1 preference of nurses and #1
selling retail thermometer. The Exergen TemporalScanner’s accuracy is supported by more
than 80 peer-reviewed published studies covering all ages from preterm infants to geriatrics and
all care areas from hospitals to homes. For additional information, visit www.exergen.com.
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